
August 20, 2008 
Conf Rm 338/PRAB 

5:28 PM 
 

MEETING OF SUB-COMMITTEE ON CURRICULUM 
 

PRESENT: DR. FLETCHER, MS. POLLOCK, MRS. USSACH 
 
ABSENT: NONE 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: DR. BONNER, D. VASCONCELLES, C. CETENICH, K. AINSLEY,  
   L. LABERGE (CS2 ), M.  HANTMAN (United Way) 
 
1st Item of Business:    Recommendation for Financial Literacy Course at NBHS  
 
Mrs. Ussach proposed implementing a three (3) credit Finance Course at New Bedford 
High School for the 2009-2010 school year for the purpose of preparing students to be 
financially responsible in terms of focusing on credit, checking accounts, loan 
applications, purchasing property, etc.   
 
Headmaster Vasconcelles provided a list of what to include and/or revise the current 
Personal Finance Course as well as what the weight of the course should be (.5 or 1 
unit) which would depend on the amount of time and learning.      
 
Ms. Pollock suggested, for consideration, such topics as investments, savings accounts, 
stock market, etc. 
 
Mr. Vasconcelles pointed out that this is also included in the current marketing course. 
 
Ms. Cetenich stated that the Lifeskills Course also provides some of this training and 
that we may be able to combine components of both courses. 
 
Mrs. Ussach commented that the Junior Achievement has a model for finance.   
 
A recommendation was made that a committee be formed to review the personal 
finance course and implement recommended component from School Committee.   
 
Ms. Pollock stated that the course should be project based and hands-on.   
 
Ms. LaBerge indicated the Entrepreneurship Program has a challenging curriculum that 
also provides an opportunity for students to utilize some of the skills mentioned.   
 
Chairman Fletcher then motioned to appoint Mrs. Ussach to work with the high school 
administration on the new course and it was seconded by Ms. Pollock. 
 
2nd Item of Business - The Michael E. Longo Community Service Graduation   
      Requirement at NBHS – discussion and recommendations for  
      2008-2009 school year. 
 



Ms. Hantman stated that the United Way by reaching out to the school system could 
serve as a resource.   She pointed out that Volunteer SOLAS, a free software program 
used throughout the country, provides assistance in matching students with 
organizations that are specific to their interest; customization that can assist with 
monitoring students; ability to track hours of registered users which would require  
verification by school staff.  Original requirement is 20 hours, which is minimal.  Can 
help to facilitate days for community service such as Relay for Life, Operation Clean 
Sweep; Community Day of Service, etc. 
 
Ms. Pollock commented that it would be nice if students could reflect on their 
experiences to which Mr. Vasconcelles responded that 18 hours would be considered to 
meet the requirement if the student wrote a reflective paper. 
 
Dr. Fletcher questioned who was going to administer the program. 
 
Mr. Vasconcelles responded that the student would be responsible to schedule his/her 
hours.  When the student has completed the 20 hour requirement, he/she would bring 
verification of that to the Dean of Students and/or Guidance Counselor.  So the impetus 
would be on the student.  It would be manageable the first year, but as it rolls out to 
the 3100 students, it will become difficult to manage.  Problem is that this program was 
never discussed with the guidance counselors.  Main concern is that if a student passes 
MCAS; all 26 units and has not completed this community service requirement, will we 
withhold that student’s diploma? 
 
Dr. Fletcher noted that this would be another obstacle for graduation.   
 
Mrs. Ussach also noted that some students may have religious reasons for not 
participating.   
 
Mr. Vasconcelles stated that they don’t need another obstacle and/or barrier for 
students to pass and he would be opposed to making this a graduation requirement for 
every student. 
 
Mrs. Ussach was of the opinion that it should be offered to students but she was not a 
proponent to making it a graduation requirement. 
 
Ms. Pollock also did not recommend that this become a graduation requirement for by 
doing so, it would take away the spirit of service.  She felt it should be optional. 
 
Mrs. Ussach questioned whether they could give a service award for students who do 
participate. 
 
Mr. Vasconcelles suggested a compromise.  They currently have as an option 20 hours 
CS2/semester, which is managed by the Dean of Students and they could call this the 
Michael E. Longo CS2 Award….1st semester – offered only to seniors; 2nd semester – 
offered to seniors and juniors.  
 
Mrs. Ussach noted that the Mayor wanted this implemented as a requirement but she 
felt it may place constraints on students who may have limitations. 



 
Ms. Hantman noted that they could address those students with disabilities. 
 
Dr. Fletcher noted that with the present financial constraints, how could money be 
taken away from classroom instruction to support this program. 
 
Mrs. Ussach was concerned with what the parents would say about this new 
requirement.   
 
Ms. Pollock questioned the possibility of piloting it for the 2008-09 school year. 
 
Motion was made by Ms. Pollock and seconded by Mrs. Ussach to recommend to the 
School Committee that they do a pilot program for 9th graders working with United Way 
and at the end of the 2008-09 school year, review/track data for its effectiveness and 
make a recommendation at that point.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:29 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Portia S. Bonner, Ph.D. 
 
PSB/gm   


